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NACHO CARBONELL
Artist and designer

Born in Spain in 1980, Nacho Carbonell graduated in 
2003 from Cardenal Herrera C.E.U. University in Spain 
before going on to study at Design Academy Eindhoven. 
After graduating, Carbonell immediately began to make a 
name for himself in the design world, with his 2009 Evo-
lution collection earning him a nomination for the Bea-
zley Design of the Year from the Design Museum in Lon-
don. In 2010, a year after being named as a Designer of 
the Future at Design Miami/Basel, he presented this Iden-
tity, which redefined his style of organic forms and rough 
and colourful textures.

Carbonell is known for his tactile approach to sculpture, 
playing with texture, experimental techniques, and nat-
ural materials. His approach is unique, seeing objects as 
‘living organisms’ that come alive and surprise you with 
their behaviour. For Carbonell forming a relationship with 
his work is integral – he creates objects with his hands 
in order to impart something of his personality to them. 
He describes his pieces as “communicative objects that 
arouse one’s feelings and imagination... that allows you to 
escape everyday life.” 

Carbonell’s designs are made using locally sourced mate-
rials he finds near his studio in Eindhoven.

His pieces are shown in museums around the world such 
as the Groningen Museum in the Netherlands, the 2121 
Museum in Japan, Fnac-Fonds national d’art contemporai 
in France, in the MoMA San Francisco, the Art Institute 
of Chicago, and the Mint Museum in the United States. 
His pieces are also found in several private collections.
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